
Chapter 6: State of the Art – History of Guarding    

          

  
 

 Sometimes, defendants raise the issue of state of the art. If it isn’t invented, it is 

not state of the art. If it is available somewhere on the commercial market, it is state of 

the art. If the objective can be achieved with combinations of components and this 

information is known, it is state of the art. Interlocks on guards are ancient technology. 

No one can make a claim that guarding and interlocking guards is something new. It is 

not. Shown next is a 1913 patent: Read lines 12 through 21 of the written specifications 

of this patent.  



 
Figure 19: Early patent detailing safety features 



 
Figure 20: Early patent detailing safety features 

 

This patent details an early form of interlocking.  Interlocking can prevent many types of 

industrial machinery accidents.  It is unfortunate that the technology to safeguard inherent 

machinery hazards has been available since at least 1913 and has not been implemented 

to its potential.  


